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The “Risk Taker, Dream Maker” Award Luncheon honors those who have taken the extra step to grow successful opportunities in southwest Fresno.

Fresno, CA-  In an on-going effort to facilitate the vision for the development of Southwest Fresno, FWCED is proud to announce the first annual, “Risk Taker, Dream Maker” Awards Luncheon on November 16, 2005 12 Noon at Cornerstone Conference Center.
The luncheon hosted by FWCED will honor those that have asked, “why not” and therefore taken the extra step to grow successful opportunities in that would ultimately benefit our southwest Fresno and our city, as a whole. “These are the people who dreamed and took the risk” state Keith Kelley, FWCED CEO & President. He continues, “their efforts contributed to the double bottom line of the community, even when they did pencil out.” 
Whereas the national media, through coverage of the Hurricane Katrina disaster, have identified “The Other America” (‘’Newsweek”, September 19, 2005) FWCED seeks to recognize those who have invested the money, time and technical resources to “make a difference in Fresno.”  It is because of these individuals, in conjunction with FWCED, that West Fresno will continue to grow and prosper, in an on-going effort to battle “the problems of poverty.” 

Call these individuals community activists or recognize them as business managers and owners … In either instance, FWCED will acknowledge the risks they’ve taken in efforts to bring change and realize dreams, through the development of business opportunities and service programs to improve southwest Fresno and therefore, improve Fresno, as a whole.

· United Security Bank & President,  Dennis Woods which funded the Kearney Palms Shopping Center and the Grizzles Stadium
· Ben Benavides, Community Activist  whose efforts in through Green Lining Institute and the California Endowment have funnel resources to the Valley
· Mr. & Mrs. George Marcus have been entrepreneurs in West Fresno for more than 39 years 
· Mr. & Mrs. Harlan Kelly are community activists and business owners 
· Central California Legal Services, Inc.
Fresno West Coalition for Economic Development (FWCED) is a nonprofit community development corporation striving to improve the physical and socio-economic conditions of southwest Fresno. This is achieved through advocacy and with programs in housing, employment and business development.       




###
Grand Opening of Neighborhood Employment Economic Resource Center for west Fresno residentsFresno West Coalition for Economic Development celebrates those who dared to make a difference














What: 	NEERC Grand Opening


When: 	Wednesday, July 6, 2005 from 4-6 PM


Where: 	FWCED Office, 302 Fresno St. Fresno 93706


Fresno & Irwin 


Cost:		FREE & Open to the Public


RSVP by:	Friday, July 1


Contact:	Fresno West Coalition for Economic Development (FWCED)


		Daniel Guerra � HYPERLINK "mailto:daniel@fwced.org" ��danielguerra@fwced.org�


		Ruben Diaz � HYPERLINK "mailto:ruden@fwced.org" ��rudendiaz@fwced.org� 


(559) 485-1273  














